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SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


The annual survey of the fuel-briquet industry by the Bureau of Mines, 
United States Department of the Interior, revealed that 21 fuel-briquet plants 
in 11 States were in operation and reported production in 1956. 


The demand for fuel briquets in the United States has gradually declined 
since 1948, and the number of operating plants has decreased from 36 to 21. 
Also, the annual productive capacity of the industry has decreased, although 
not @ proportionate amount because most of the plants that were abandoned were 
small and in most instances had a designed capacity of less than 25,000 tons 
per year. In 1956 the 21 active plants had an annual capacity of 3.7 million 
tons (table 2), which was only 20 percent less than the total capacity of the 
36 plants in 1948. This indicates that most of the larger plants have remained 
active, even though operating at reduced rates, and the average capacity of the 
industry has increased from 130,000 tons per plant in 1948 to 177,000 tons in 
1956. Since 1948 operating rates have decreased from 67 percent to 41 percent 
of annual capacity. 


The principal centers of briquet production are the mining districts of 
southwestern West Virginia and the dock areas of northern and eastern Wiscon- 
sin, Wisconsin produced 36 percent of the total briquets and West Virginia 30 
percent. Wisconsin had the largest number of operating plants, with one-third 
of the total. 


Bituminous coal was the principal raw fuel used for manufacturing fuel 
briquets in 1956. Other fuels, in order of their importance in use, were Penn- 
sylvania anthracite, petroleum coke, residual carbon, lignite char, semianthra- 
site, and anthracite from States other than Pennsylvania. Briquets made from 
ituminous coal came principally from West Virginia, while briquets manufac- 
sured from Pemnsylvania anthracite came chiefly from Pennsylvania and Wiscon- 
3in, Petroleum coke was used for briquets mainly in Missouri and Wisconsin, 
ind residual carbon was converted into briquets by 1 plant in Washington and 1 
in Oregon. One plant in North Dakota utilized lignite char as a raw fuel, 2 
ylants in Arkansas used semianthracite, and 1 plant in Missouri used other 
inthracite, 


The number of plants using each type of fuel in 1956 was as follows: 
‘ituminous coal, 13; Pennsylvania anthracite, 10; petroleum coke, 8; residual 
arbon, 2; lignite char, 1; semfianthracite, 3; and other anthracite, 1. This 
um exceeds the number of plants in operation because some plants used more 
han one type of raw fuel. 
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TABLE l. - Fuel-briquettingplants in the United States 
that reported production in 1956 


Location 
Operator Address of plant Raw fuel used 


ARKANSAS 
Arko Briquettes, Inc. ..|P. 0. Box 15l Fort Smith | Semianthracite. 
Fort Smith, Ark. 
Dixie Modern Briquette {1401 North 4th St. do. Do. 
COs diwevciescsewsseesae| FOrt. Smith, Ark; 
ILLINOIS 
Coal Processing Corp. ..|230 South Clark St. Buckner Bituminous. 
Chicago 4, Ill. 
INDIANA 
Chicago Briquet Co., Riley Rd. & Canal St. | East Chicago] Bituminous and 
INC. cocccccccccccccece| East Chicago, Ind. petroleum coke. 
MICHIGAN 
Johnson Coal Cubing 9309 Hubbell Ave. Detroit Bituminous, Penn- 
Co., Inc. wcscseseceses| Detroit 28, Mich. sylvania anthra- 
cite, and petro- 
leum coke. 
MISSOURI 
St. Louis Briquette Co../3183 Morganford Rd. St. Louis Bituminous and 
St. Louis 16, Mo. petroleum coke. 
Traux-Traer Coal Co. ...|111 North Wabash Ave. | Kansas City | Anthracite (other 
Chicago, Ill. than Pennsylva- 


nia), semianthra- 
cite, & petrolexz 


coke. 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Dakota Briquets & Tar P. O. Box 446 Dickinson Lignite char. 
Products, Inc. ........} Dickinson, N. Dak. 
OREGON 
Portland Gas & Coke Co..| Public Service Bldg. Portland Residual carbon 
Portland 4, Oreg. from manufacture 
of oil gas. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
American Briquet Co. ...|1922 Lewis Tower Bldg.| Lykens ) | Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. ) | anthracite. 
Pine Grove) 
WASHINGTON 
Washington Natural Gas 1507 Fourth Ave. Seattle Residual carbon 
COs. Se cecienssceceeccesesl Seattle IL. Wash, from manufacture 
of oil gas. 
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TABLE 1. - Fuel-briquetting plants in the United States 
that reported production in 1956 (Con.) 


rae a 
Operator Address of plant Raw fuel used 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Berwind Fuel Co. @ee@eeoeee 


141 West Jackson Blvd./ Berwind 
Chicago 4, Ill. 

230 South Clark St. 
Chicago 4, I1l. 


Bituminous. 


_Coal Processing Corp. .. Glen Rogers Do. 


_ WISCONSIN 


Berwind Fuel Co. .......| 141 West Jackson Blvd.| Superior Bituminous and 


b Chicago 4, I1l. Pennsylvania 
anthracite. 
Coal Processing Corp. ..|230 South Clark St. do. Do. 
Chicago 4, I1l. 
Arthur Kuesel Coal Co. .| 794 North Water St. Milwaukee Do. 


Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
Reiss Bldg. 
Sheboygan, Wis. 


The C. Reiss Coal Co. .. Ashland )) Bituminous, Penn~ 
)| sylvania anthra- 
Green Bay )/ cite, and petro- 
leum coke. 
Stott Briquet Co., Inc. | 2200 University Ave. Superior Do. 
St. Paul 14, Minn. 
704 West Wisconsin 
Ave. 


Milwaukee 3, Wis. 


‘North American Coal & 
. Dock Co., 


United Coal & Dock Div. 


Milwaukee Bituminous and 
Pennsylvania 
anthracite. 
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TABLE 2. - Annual capacity and production of briquetti lants 


in the United States, 1952-56 


1952 eeeeeeaeevoeoaevaseosvseaeaevoeeesv eae eceseseoeeveeaeneseaoes0 8 


1953 eeeeeeoevaevoeosnsevege0eeeneoeeoeeeenee ee eee 8 ee @ 


1954 e®ese@eeecoeasoeaeaesea@oseseaesnevneaoeesveeee7tdeoen ee 0 


1955 @eeoeevaeenevoeovoeeveeveaeaevneoevosvneveoseeoeesvne0aneoweoee eee @ 


1956: 
Plants with capacity of - 


Less than 25,000 tonB ...ccccccccces 
25,000 to less than 100,000 tons .., 
100,000 to less than 200,000 tons .. 
200,000 to less than 400,000 tons .. 
400 ,000 OF MOTe CONB .ccccccccccccce 


Total o9eeeoeaoevueoeaeaovo@aeaoeneneaoseone0e eee @ 


Plants with production of - 


Less than 5,000 toms ...cccccccvcces 
5,000 to less than 10,000 tons ..... 
10,000 to less than 25,000 tons .... 
25,000 to less than 100,000 tons ... 
100, OOO or more tONB .cccccceccccccs 


Production 
Percent 

of annual 

Net tons [capacity 


Total eeoew@eoecovoeaeeesevnenveenee20002880880880 8 0 ar 3,/16, 000 BTL sie" 540 40.9 


ombined to avoid disclosing ind: 
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gures. 


